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Si vous utilisez un ordinateur portable ou de bureau, vous avez besoin d’Adobe Digital Editions un
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chapitre en particulier, cliquez sur le titre du chapitre tel gu'illustré ci-dessous. Pour le télécharger, cliquer sur
télécharger le PDF.
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Since the tern of the century, a veritable explosion of feminist work in Security
8 Studies has ensued, with FS5 emerging as an important feld at the intersection of

Security Sudies and feminist TR, This chapier provides an overview of this multifaceted

litersture in three main parts. Fiest, [ discuss the commenalities, and even more
DEBATES IN FEMINIST SF(_‘UR]TY STUDIES crucially, the differences between F55 researchers and their scholarship. Thereatter, 1
turn to outline some key contributions of F58 to the study of security. Finally, the
thearetical diversity within F&S, which is ground for sustained debate, is shown,

Annick T R. Wibben

Until women have comtrol aver their own security 2 truly comprehensive system of Debates in Feminist Sf‘:“"tY Studies
securiny cammab be devised.
A decade after the publication of the first special issue on gender and security in the

[ Thickarer 1992 30 journal Secwrity Dialegue (2004), no singular feminist position on security has emerged.

as recent debates among feminist scholars make abundantly clear (see Sjoberg and

When ferinist scholars began to make their mark on the lield of Tnternationa] Relations Lobase 200 1; shepherd 2003). Nonetheless, the label FSS has lourished s the marker
(1K) in the 1984s, security was at the top of their agenda. IR feminists drew on a long for a growing body of work that explicltly engages In feminist research questions.
history of writing about isswes of peace, war, and vielence largely in the form of approaches, and politics {albeit to varying degrees) (Stern and Wibben 20014: Z)
historical or cress-culiural case studies (Giosell 2003), These wrilings, and the associ- Importantly, FSS i interdisciplinary — with scholars trained in peace research and
ated ferninist activism, form the basis for Feminist Security Studies (Fs8) today. Since Security Studies, but also in anthropelogy, history, literary theory. philosophy, or
1915, the Women's International League of Peace and Freedom (WILPF) has been sociclogy. Feminist (methodological} commitments unite these scholars: They (1) ask
actively invedved in security debates (Comfortini 200201 in the 19605, women (and feminist research questions; (1) base their research on wemen's experiences; (3] adopt
WILPF) helped create the Intermational Peace Research Assnciation. Despite their 4 (sell-jreflexive stance; and (4) have an emancipatory agenda (Tickner 2006: 22-9).
efforts, peace research became a male-dominated field, with gender noticeably absent Whereas IR, like many traditional sclences, assumes gender neatrality, feminists make
even from debates about structural violence, where gender should be o central category, gendder (the socially constructed femininity/masculinity distinction) o central category
still, feminist peace researchers were, by the late 19605, analysing power and empha- of amalysis - it is s socially imJ:ule_'d amal internalized lens throagh which individuals
sizing empowerment over coercion; by the 19705, they had moved on to developing percelve and respond to the world’ [Peterson 1942b: 194}, Consequently, F55 scholars
notions of security with an adversary and broadened security to include security against argue that concepts and ideas about security, as well as security practices and institu-

tions, zre shaped by gender, T analyse thess, 'FS8 includes approaches, for instance,
that pay attention to the workings of gender in order to ask questions about security;
it also includes scholarship that refuses any line of distinction that separates “security”
from the workings of gender’ (Stern and Wibben 2014 2),

wanl, security of human rights, and the security of an empowered civil nca-s.'iely.; In the
19505, they focused on the linkages between war and patrlarchy (Boulding 1992: 56
T

In the early 1990s, feminists began to phrase their Insights on peace, war. and
violence in terms of security, thus engaging debates in IR sub-ficld of Security Studics
meare directly. The advent of FSS is traced to Ann Tickner's 1992 Geneler i brlernatimml
Relations: Feminist Perspectives on Achieving Global Security (Blanchard 2003). In 1993,
teminist peace rescarcher Betty Reardon wrote Women and Peace: Femindst Vistons af
Glibel Secamrity, Both boaks, notable in their emphasis on global security {rather than
mational secarity), draw on the long traditien of femizist engagements with issues of
peace, war, and violence - now framing themn explicitly as security issues. Feminist
insights on alternative conceptions of power, cooperative security, and non-state-
centric perspectives (Brock-Ulne 1989; Stielm 1972) have alss influenced Security
Studies through alternative approaches, such as Critlcal Security Studbes (Booth 1997
cf. Tickner 2001 ).

Adogting 2 bottom-up approach te security, feminist scholars pay close atlention e
the impact of security palicies, including war, on the everyday lives of people (Svlvester
2013), departing trom a large part of traditional Security $tudies rescarch. F55 scholars
challenge the notion that wars are fought o protec rable populations (such as
children and women ) and show that civillans arve often explicithy targeted (espectally in
ethno-nationalist wars) { Enloe 1998; Hansen 2000, 2001 ). Rather than offering security
fer all their citivens, states often threaten their own pepulations through direct or
structural violence reflected in war-fighting priosities and embedded in institutions
{Enloe 1993, 2000; Peterson 1992a; Reardon 1985; Tickner 1992; Toblas 1985; Young
2003), Feminists assert that the increasing technologization of war, from nwclear
strategy 1o the current revolution in military affairs, depersonalizes killing, offers the
lluston of clean warfare, and obscures accountability (Blanchard 2003; Cohn 1984
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Until women have control over their own security a truly comprehensive system of security cannot
be devised.

(Tickner 1992: 30)
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ered civil snciet)r.2 In the 1980s, they focused on the linkages between war and patriarchy (Boulding
1992: 56-7).

In the early 1990s, feminists began to phrase their insights on peace, war, and violence in terms
of security, thus engaging debates in IR’s sub-field of Security Studies more directly. The advent of
FSS is traced to Ann Tickner’s 1992 Gender in International Relations: Feminist Perspectives on
Achieving Global Security (Blanchard 2003). In 1993, feminist peace researcher Betty Reardon
wrote Wonten and Peace: Feminist Visions of Global Security. Both books, notable in their emphasis
on global security (rather than national security), draw on the long tradition of feminist engage-
ments with issues of peace, war, and violence - now framing them explicitly as security issues.
Feminist insights on alternative conceptions of power, cooperative security, and non-state- centric
perspectives (Brock-Utne 1989; Stiehm 1972) have also influenced Security Studies through
alternative approaches, such as Critical Security Studies (Booth 1997; cf. Tickner 2001).

Since the turn of the century, a veritable explosion of feminist work in Security Studies has
ensued, with FSS emerging as an important field at the intersection of Security Studies and feminist
IR. This chapter provides an overview of this multifaceted literature in three main parts. First, I
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&k Adopting a bottom-up approach to security, feminist scholars pay
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&k Asking 'where are the women (in security)?, feminists have subverted
traditional approaches to Security Studies which do net include wom...

close attention to the impact of security policies, including war, on th...

most closely linked’ (2011: 581). She proposes that ‘if the two words most closely linked are
“security” and “studies,” then the pre-existing field of Security Studies is the subject, and the
question - both grammatical and epistemological - is in what way the adjective “feminist” modities
it’ (2011: 581). This question is important because FSS, as Maria Stern and I argue, ‘signals a
commitment to feminism as a reflexive, many-faceted, and expansive field of inquiry and ethico-
politics that is intertwined with the interrogation of security’ (2014: 2).

A setof replies to these concerns, published in 2013 in International Studies Perspectives (edited
by Shepherd) raised concerns about the fact that all authors featured were US-based and that
citation practices replicated Anglo-American dominance in IR. In the opening essay, Laura Shep-
herd asks that ‘we remain attentive to the question of who gets to be part of the conversation, and
ask whose contestations are seen as legitimate challenges to dominant ways of knowing both within
and outside of FSS’ (2013: 2). This sentiment is echoed by Swati Parashar who asks, ‘just where are
these conversations taking place, where are the disagreements, and what are the compromis-
es?’ (2013a: 441). These debates are crucial for the politics of FSS: ‘Given the proliferation of
feminist security scholarship, which is based on a variety of feminisms, feminist scholars should
begin to debate the content and scope of their research [...] there are some real differences in
feminist scholarship - and these differences matter’ (Wibben 2011b: 591).

Contributions of Feminist Security Studies

Asking ‘where are the women (in security)?, feminists have subverted traditional approaches to
Security Studies which do not include women. “There are states and they are what is’ Elshtain
quips, asserting that ‘professionalized IR discourse [. . .] is one of the most dubious of many dubious
sciences that mask the power plays embedded in the discourse and the practices itlegitimates’ (1987:
91). Why do IR and Security Studies fail to notice diplomats’ wives who provide safe spaces for
back-room manoeuvres; barmaids and sex workers who serve military personnel (cf. Enloe 2000,
Moon 1997); and women who fight for national causes, even in combat roles (cf. Goldman 1982;
Herbert 1998; Lorentzen and Turpin 1998; MacKenzie 2015; Solaro 2006; Stiehm 1996)7 Why
these silences when women's existence is central to the workings of IR and security politics?

Contrary to generalized narratives of women as peacemakers or as victims needing rescue and
protection, feminists document broader involvement of women in matters of international security.
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